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This enormous task has to be attempted under conditions
of great difficulty. In tropical Africa, more even than in
present-day Britain, the child's social environment is sub-
ject to rapid change. Education, therefore, has to teach
the child how to live not only in conditions which now
" exist, but in those which it is hoped will develop, and its
further task is to qualify him to help changes in the existing
environment to come about. Thus for many children a
good deal of what is taught in school is not supported by
what they see actually practised in ordinary village life.
The child learns to read and write: its parents are probably
illiterate. It learns some of the principles of hygiene which
its parents neither practise nor understand. It may even
accept religious beliefs which its parents do not share. Thus
while it is still at an early stage of development education
is bound to cause social strains and tensions between those
it educates and their environment3 and there is no doubt
that many of the criticisms sometimes made of mission
education are based on symptoms of tensions of this kind.
They can be cured only by a wider spread of educational
opportunities. Meanwhile, African education, even more
than education in European countries, suffers from the
handicap of an environment which hampers rather than*
aids the effectiveness of school work.
It is possible to attack this particular problem, not only
by extending education among children more widely, but
also by educating their parents: and adult education is*
indeed, an urgent necessity. It will be considered in a later
chapter, but is mentioned here since the problem of pro-
viding it throws additional strain on the colonial educa-
tional systems at a time when they are little able to bear it..
The size of the task and the unfavourable nature of the
environment are not, however, the, chief difficulties. They
can be overcome by suitable planning and organization if
the necessary teachers and finance are available. The crux
of the problem is that the supply of teachers, both in num-